Improved ThwaRTing of Genome Symbionts.
In this issue of Cell Chemical Biology, Banuelos-Sanchez et al. (2019) present a comprehensive analysis of selective non-toxic inhibitors of reverse transcriptases encoded by endogenous retrotransposons. This work offers tools for the study of these retroelements, whose activity has been linked to cancer, neurological disorders, autoimmunity, and genomic instability.